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The mental health and well-being of the more than 70,000 students we
serve in Berks County are a shared responsibility of the greater community.
At the forefront of that initiative are our schools which play a critical role
in supporting children’s mental health and whole-person development.
Academics and healthy emotions, habits, and relationships are all
intertwined. Many students’ mental health diagnoses are first identified
in schools, and schools are often where students are first connected to
mental health services and support.

Because schools are integral to children’s healthy development, funding
local mental health resources to support our education system and
student needs in Berks County is vital.

BARRIERS

to mental health services

- Wait lists / Community staffing shortages

- Complexities within family systems

- Lack of awareness or knowledge of how to access
systems of care

- Availability of transportation

« Costs / Insurance issues*

*e.g., no insurance, limitations to private insurance, authorizations,
out-of-pocket costs

BERKS COUNTY STUDENTS

were referred to the Student Assistance Program (SAP) for support.
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BASED SUPPORT
OR SERVICE.**

*School-based services may include academic support, school team supports, group intervention, one-to-one counseling,
social work services, crisis intervention, or alternative placements.
**Community-based supports may include mental health, drug and alcohol, or children and youth services.




ACT Pennsylvania Commission on Crime and Delinquency
(PCCD) administered $95 million for School Safety and
5 5 Security Program grants specifically focused on
school-based mental health initiatives.

OF 2022

The grants are designed to support projects such as risk
and threat assessment, violence prevention curricula
and programs, counseling services, professional learning
and training, mental health screening, trauma-informed
approaches, and coordinated cross-system partnerships.

The grant project period runs from August 1, 2022,
through July 31, 2024, limiting sustainability.

KEY TALKING POINTS

PCCD provides $3,024,163 of funding to Berks County
schools for mental health projects over two years.

Berks County schools plan to use funds to:
- provide counseling services (67%).
- implement violence prevention programs (67%).

- support early identification and intervention for

mental health (67%).

- invest in coordination of local and county mental

health services (43%).

- provide training and resources for school personnel in
areas such as trauma-informed approaches, early
identification and intervention, and positive behavior
support (33%).

OF 2012

ACT Act 80 allowed for the creation of the Human Services

Block Grant which provides for greater flexibility for

80 spending between mental health, developmental

disability, drug and alcohol, and other social service
allocations.

The funds provide community-based mental health,
behavioral health, drug and alcohol, and additional
social services.

Since 2012, the mental health allocation under the
Human Services Block Grant has been reduced by
10% with no restoration to those funding levels.

N[

The Block Grant provides the following supports and services

to youth and Berks County schools:
- Student Assistance Program support

- Prevention programs such as Kids Against Pressure, etc.
- Coordination of service

- Respite

- Treatment services for all levels of care for uninsured

— Crisis Intervention and Emergency Services

- Intake and Referral Services

= 10% DECREASE IN
BLOCK GRANT FUNDING

=30% INFLATION

= NO INCREASED FUNDING
FOR HUMAN SERVICES

Investments in both the PCCD Safety and Security and Human Services Block Grants are needed to
improve cross-system coordination and integration of supports for students and families.

OUR ADVOCACY ASK

Continue state funding of school safety and mental health
projects beyond grant end on July 31, 2024, to sustain
current initiatives across school districts, intermediate
units, and career and technology centers.

Transfer the administration of the mental health grants
under Article XIII-B of the School Code from the
Pennsylvania Commission on Crime and Delinquency
to the Pennsylvania Department of Education.

Afford school entities local discretion and flexibility in use of

mental health funds by eliminating the tiered structure
currently outlined in Article XIII-B.

®

Increase funding allocated for the Human Services
Block Grant to:

- improve strategies to connect families to all levels
of mental health care.

- increase funding of prosocial and prevention
programming.

- expand Student Assistance Programs available in
school buildings.

- expand and strengthen suicide prevention and
mental health crisis services.

CONTACT:

Dr. Michelle Reichard-Huff, Director
Early Childhood and Student Services | Berks County Intermediate Unit
1111 Commons Blvd. | Reading, PA 19605
610-987-8446 | micrei@berksiu.org
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