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Keystone STARS is Pennsylvania’s Quality Rating and Improvement
System (QRIS). A QRIS is a continuous quality improvement
systemic approach to assess, improve, and communicate the level

of quality in early and school-age care and education programs.
Keystone STARS is a program of Pennsylvania’s Office of Child
Development and Early Learning (OCDEL).

Keystone STARS is a responsive system to improve, support,
and recognize the continuous quality improvement efforts of
early learning programs in Pennsylvania. Our system is guided
by three core principles:

A whole child approach to education is essential to meeting
the holistic and individual needs of each and every child and
family.

Knowledgeable and responsive early care and education

professionals are essential to the development of children
and the support of families.

Building and sustaining ongoing positive relationships among
children, families, early care and education professionals, and
community stakeholders is essential for the growth and
development of every child.

We believe inclusion, diversity, equity, and respect are founda-
tional values embedded in these principles.

To improve the quality of early care and education;

To support early care and education providers in meeting their
quality improvement goals;

To recognize programs for continuous quality improvement
and meeting higher quality standards; and

To provide families a way to choose a quality early care and
education program.

STAR 1: Certification/Compliance with Focus on Health
and Safety
STAR 2: Required Elements: Demonstrates programs

commitment to Quality and Quality Improvement

STAR 3 & 4: Point system based upon Staff and Leadership
qualifications and professional development
— Early care and education programs
— Partnership with families and community partners

Additional option to receive Star 4 — If program is accredited by a
National Early Childhood program such as NACEY or ASCI
(Association of Christian Schools).
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KEYSTONE
STARS
HELPS YOU

RAISE YOUR STAR

Thirty-five percent of households in
Reading have children under the age
of 5 years old and more than half
(54.3%) of households with children
in Reading have household incomes
that fall below the poverty level.

The cost of child care and child de-
velopment programs in Berks County
are excessively high for many Head
Start and Early Head Start eligible
families. These costs can exceed
$11,000 annually for full-time infant
care, and $7,000 annually for 4- and
5-year-olds.

Find a Keystone STARS
early learning program at:

findchildcare.pa.gov



